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9TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST JULY 13, 2008
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WELCOME to all who are visiting today! Our greatest desire is to share that wonderful
message of forgiveness and eternal salvation for all in Jesus' name. We pray you will be drawn
closer to Christ today as the Holy Spirit nurtures us through God's Word. Please, take home
any of the material found on the tables in the entrance, and we hope you will join us every
week for worship in Jesus' name.

8:00am
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC + WELCOME

HYMN: #244 “Glory Be to God the Father”

INVOCATION

CONFESSION OF SIN:

P. Lord, our lives are over-run with the weeds of sin in so many ways.

C. ALL TOO OFTEN WE STRAY FROM YOU AND FROM FOLLOWING YOUR WILL.
WE GIVE IN TO THE SEEDS OF TEMPTATION SOWN IN US BY THE DEVIL. SO
MANY TIMES WE LET THE WAYS AND BELIEFS OF OUR SOCIETY INFLUENCE
US MORE THAN YOUR LIFE GIVING WORD. THE WEEDS OF SIN ARE CHOKING
OUR LIFE. FORGIVE US FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR SON JESUS, AND COME TO
OUR AID. AMEN.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE:

P. The Lord of heaven and earth understands the destructive effects of sin.

C. SO HE SENT HIS SON, JESUS, TO DIE FOR OUR SINS THAT WE MAY HAVE
LIFE!

P. The Lord says, "Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor
me." (Ps 50:15)

C. GOD'S FORGIVENESS HAS BEEN GIVEN US. THROUGH FAITH IN CHRIST
JESUS, HIS SON, THAT FORGIVENESS HAS NOW BEEN RECEIVED. SO WE
REJOICE IN THE FATHER'S ABUNDANT GRACE, AND GIVE HIM HONOR AND
PRAISE. AMEN.

SONG MEDLEY: "God is the Strength of My Heart"

(Ps 73:26 "God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.")

Verse: Whom have I in heaven but you? There is nothing on earth I desire beside You; My
heart and my strength, many times they fail, but there is one truth that always will prevail.

Chorus: God is the strength of my heart, God is the strength of my heart; God is the strength
of my heart and my portion forever. (Repeat Chorus)

End...Forever. (C. 1989 Integrity's Hosanna Music. Used by permission. CCLI #1561573)

"All Creation Worships You' (Ps 96:9)
You are God and we praise You; You are Lord, We acclaim You; You are eternal Father, All

creation worships You, All creation worships You. Amen!
(C. 1988 Integrity's Hosanna! Music. Used by permission. CCLI #1561573)

PRAYER: (Spoken together)

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. Teach me your way, O Lord, and I

will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart, that [ may fear your name. I will praise
you, O Lord my God, with all my heart; I will glorify your name forever. For great is your

love toward me; you have delivered my soul from the depths of the grave. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 44:6-8

6 “This is what the LORD says— Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the first
and I am the last; apart from me there is no God. 7 Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let
him declare and lay out before me what has happened since I established my ancient people, and
what is yet to come— yes, let him foretell what will come. 8 Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did
I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me?
No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.”

EPISTLE READING: Romans 8:26,27

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to
pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27
And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
the saints in accordance with God’s will.

CONFESSION OF FAITH:

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary; suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and buried; He descended into hell; The third day he rose
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.



SONG: “It Is Well With My Soul”
(My soul, wait in silence for God only, for my hope is from Him.” Psalm 62:5)
1.When peace like a river attendeth my way, When sorrows, like sea billows roll; Whatever
my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, “It is well, It is well with my soul.” It is well, with my
soul, It is well, It is well with my soul.

2. Tho' Satan should buffet, though trials should come, Let this blest assurance control;
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, And hath shed His own blood for my soul.
It is well, with my soul, It is well, It is well with my soul.

3. My sin O the bliss, of this glorious thought; My sin not in part, but the whole; Is nailed to
the cross, and I bear it no more, Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord O my soul. It is well, with
my soul, It is well, It is well with my soul.

4. And Lord haste the day, When my faith shall be sight The clouds be rolled back as a scroll.

The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend, Even so it is well with my soul. It is

well, with my soul, It is well, It is well with my soul.
(Public Domain)

SERMON: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 "Weeds and Wheat"
(A sermon outline with the Scripture reading is printed on the back of the bulletin to aid your
meditation on God's Word)

THE OFFERING + RITE OF FELLOWSHIP
(Please sign book at end of pew)

SPECIAL PRAYERS / THE LORD’S PRAYER
BLESSING
HYMN: #49 “Almighty God, Thy Word is Cast”

ANNOUNCEMENTS + POSTLUDE

PRAISE BAND SCHEDULE FOR MONTH OF JULY:
July 13™ and 27" — 10:30 Service

Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 "Weeds and Wheat"
24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good
seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the
weeds also appeared. 27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow
good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 28 7 ‘An enemy did this,” he
replied. “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 29 ”‘No,” he
answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30
Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the
weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my
barn.’” 36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sowed
the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the
sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them
is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 40 “As the weeds
are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will
send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all
who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
He who has ears, let him hear.

1. What's the purpose of a parable?

2. According to this parable, where are believers and unbelievers mixed together?

3. Why doesn't Jesus take us immediately to heaven when we believe?

4. Into what two groups can all people of the world be divided?

5. How does the devil's "weeds" sometimes look compared to God's "wheat"?

6. How have we been changed from "weeds" to "wheat"?

7. Describe the fate the devil's "weeds" will suffer?

8. In what way will believers in Christ shine forever?



